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THE   DO-SOMETHINGS. 


I. 

A  LONGj  hard  winter  in  Riv- 
erdale  promised  to  cause  a 
great  deal  of  suffering  among 
the  poor.  "  Hard  times  "  had 
been  the  cry  of  those  who 
liv(^d  i  t^i  tluiH^jSailjf  I^J^CTj  and 
thQ  ft^ai;   of  gold  ^and  hiinger 
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filled  their  minds  with  gloom 
and  terror. 

There  was  a  "  panic "  in 
business,  as  men  called  it 
then ;  but,  whatever  produced 
the  trouble,  it  was  Ukely  to 
cause  a  great  deal  of  distress. 
The  factories  in  Riverdale 
stopped,  and  all  those  who 
earned  their  living  by  work- 
ing in  the  mills  had  now 
nothiib^V^Qticio^i.^^h^^^  ,af;  chiirse, 
received  ,n<Dr  .:paj!,   • 
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There  were  a  great  many- 
families  in  the  place  which 
were  supported  by  the  mills. 
Some  of  the  members  of  them 
worked  in  the  millS;  others 
tended  stores^  and  some  kept 
boarders.  All  who  had  homes 
in  other  towns  left  the  place. 

The  times  were  very  hard 
indeedj  and  people  wondered 
how  poor  folks  would  be  able 
to  get  through  the  winter. 
Many  had  no  wood;  no  flour^ 
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no  clothes  suitable  for  winter 
wear. 

^^  There  must  be  a  great 
deal  of  suffering  among  the 
poor/'  said  Mrs.  Lee,  one 
evening^  as  the  family  gath- 
ered in  the  sitting  room. 

"  Yes ;  but  we  must  do  all 
we  can  to  help  them/'  re- 
plied Mr.  Lee.  "The  town, 
it  seems,  will  not  help  any 
of  the  poor  unless  they  go  to 
the  almshouse." 
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"That  is  very  strange^  I 
think.  There  are  a  great 
many  in  town  who  would 
starve  rather  than  become 
paupers^  and  be  known  as 
such.'' 

Frank  and  Flora  Lee  heard 
what  their  parents  said,  and 
they  were  deeply  interested  in 
the  subject.  They  had  always 
been  taught  to  feel  for  the 
poor,  and  they  were  ready 
to    do    something  to   relieve 
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their  sufferings  ;  and  while 
they  listened,  Frank  thought 
of  a  plan  by  which  he  hoped 
a  great  deal  of  good  might  be 
done. 

He  did  not  say  any  thing 
about  it  that  evening;  but 
the  next  day  he  spoke  to 
Flora  on  the  subject,  and  she 
was  very  much  pleased  with 
the  plan. 

^^  I  will  tell  you  what  we 
can  do,  Flora/'  said  he,  with 
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much  earnestness.  "We  can 
form  a  society.^' 

"  That  will  be  grand !  Won't 
it  be  funny^  though  ? '' 

"It  may  be  funny^  but  it 
will  be  a  real  good  thing,  if 
Ave  can  make  it  go.'' 

"  Well,  we  can  make  it  go, 
I  know/'  answered  Flora,  ear- 
nestly. "  But  we  must  speak 
to  father  and  mother  about 
it." 

"  Of  course  we  must.     But 
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do  you  know  why  we  had 
better  have  a  society  ?  '^ 

^^  Because  men  and  women 
have  societies,  I  suppose.'^ 

''  JN^o.'^ 

"Because  it  will  be  funnyj 
and  we  shall  have  good  times 
with  it;' 

"  ^Oj  nothing  of  that  kind ; 
but  because  we  can  do  a  great 
deal  more  good.'' 

"  So  we  can  ;  of  course,  thir- 
ty or  forty  can  do  a  great  deal 
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more  than  two  of  us.  We  can 
get  all  the  boys  and  ghis  to 
join.^^ 

"Won't  it  be  nice!  The 
gh'ls  can  sew  and  knit^  and 
the  boys  can  —  the  boys  can 
—  wellj  w^hat  can  the  boys 
do  ?  '^  said  Flora,  who  did  not 
see  what  the  boys  could  do. 

"We  can  do  ever  so  many 
things.  We  can  give  our 
raoneyj  and  carry  round  the 
things  which  the  girls  make. 
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I  can  think  of  a  hundred  things 
that  the  boys  can  do.'' 

"  We  mustn't  talk  about  it 
too  much.  Let  us  go  to 
work,  and  do  the  thing  at 
once." 

^^We  must  have  a  meeting 
of  the  children  first.  We  will 
have  it  Wednesday  afternoon." 

^^Well;  let  us  go  and  talk 
with  mother  about  it/'  replied 
Flora. 

Mrs.   Lee   was   very  much 
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pleased  with  the  plaiij  perhaps 
more  from  the  good  feehng 
it  showed  on  the  part  of  her 
children  than  from  any  great 
good  which  she  expected  the 
new  society  would  do. 

Mr.  Lee  liked  the  plan,  and 
said  he  would  do  all.  he  could 
to  help  them  carry  it  out. 
He  said  they  might  have  the 
meeting  in  the  large  dining 
room ;  and  when  the  children 
went  to  school,  they  told  all 
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their  friends  what  they  in- 
tended to  do,  and  asked  them 
.to  come  to  the  meeting. 

The  children  all  liked  the 
plan,  and  a  great  many  of 
them  said  they  would  join 
the  society.  Even  the  larger 
boys  an4  girls  promised  to 
help  the  project  along. 

On  Wednesday  afternoon, 
there  were  at  least  fifty  boys 
and  gu'ls  assembled  in  the 
dining    room    of    Mr.    Lee's 
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house.  They  chose  a  pres- 
identj  a  secretaiy^  and  a  treas- 
ureYj  and  two  or  three  com- 
mittees to  arrange  the  labor 
of  the  society. 

Three  of  the  large  boys 
went  into  another  room^  and^ 
with  the  help  of  Mrs.  Lee, 
drew  up  a  constitution,  which 
was  adopted  by  the  society 
on  itheir ;  retiirriv  . ;  It .  was  a 
paper  in  which '  \f ere  stated 
the  objectg  of  ithe  society,  and 
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the  means  to  be  used  in  car- 
rying them  out. 

The  society  was  called  ^^  The 
Do-somethings.'^  There  were 
three  committees  appointed : 
onCj  of  three  large  girls,  to  at- 
tend to  the  sewing ;  one,  of 
three  large  boys,  to  collect 
money,  and  one,  of  six  boys 
and  girls,  to  visit  and  give 
theii*  bounty  ^rtp'.  the  poor  A 

Each:  niember  was  to  pay 
two   Geii ts-  }%'^  I  Wiek,-" '-  and-  "tlie 
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society  was  to  meet  every 
Wednesday  afternoon.  Sub- 
scription papers,  on  which  any 
who  wished  to  give  money 
might  put  down  their  names^ 
were  opened  on  the  spot. 

Frank  ran  np  to  the  play 
room  and  got  his  money  box 
just  as  soon  as  the  papers  were 
opened.  He  had  over  a  dollar 
on  hand,  and  he  gave  it  all 
to  the  treasurer.  Flora  had 
about  as  much  more  money^ 
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which  she  also  gave  to  the 
society. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  put  their 
names  down  for  two  dollars 
apiece ;  and  some  of  the  chil- 
dren gave  smaller  sums.  I^ear- 
ly  ten  dollars  had  been  given 
when  the  society  adjourned. 

With  this  money  they  de- 
cided to  buy  the  materials 
for  making  clothes  for  chil- 
dren; and  Mrs.  Lee  went  to 
the  store  with  the  committee. 
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SO  as  to  give  her  advice  in 
the  purchase  of  the  goods. 

The  members  of  the  society 
were  all  deeply  interested  in 
the  workj  and  before  the  next 
meeting  a  great  deal  had  been 
done.  Mrs.  Lee  and  some  of  her 
friends  had  cut  out  the  gar- 
ments for  the  poor  children; 
and  when  the  society  met,  the 
members  all  went  to  work  like 
so  many  bees. 

The    committee    to    collect 
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money  had  been  very  busy 
with  their  papers.  They  had 
visited  nearly  all  the  rich  peo- 
ple in  RiverdalOj  and  the  treas- 
urer had  SO  much  money  he 
did  not  like  to  keep  it;  so 
he  requested  Mr.  Lee  to 
take  care  of  it  for  him.  It 
amounted  to  more  than  fifty 
dollars. 

Perhaps  the  society  could 
not  have  done  much  without 
the    advice    and    support    of 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee.  They  did 
a  great  deal  to  help  the  plan 
along.  They  knew  that  the 
Do-somethings  would  be  ben- 
efited as  much  as  the  poor, 
for  "  it  is  more  blessed  to  give 
than  to  receive." 

During  the  week,  Mr.  Lee 
had  been  very  busy  in  find- 
ing out  all  the  poor  people 
who  needed  assistance ;  and 
at  the  second  meeting  he 
gave  the  committee  a  list  of 
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these  persons^  whom  he  knew 
to  be  worthy. 

Two  of  them  were  widows^ 
who  lived  alone  with  their 
small  children.  They  had  no 
one  to  do  any  thing  for  them ; 
no  one  to  bring  in  their  wood, 
when  they  had  any  wood  to 
bring  in ;  no  one  to  fetch 
water  or  run  of  errands  for 
them. 

Mr.  Lee  intended  that  the 
work  of  the  society  should  be 
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an  active  benevolence  —  not 
merely  giving  money,  of  which 
they  had  plenty ;  but  he  want- 
ed all  the  members  to  work; 
to  labor  with  their  own  hands ; 
to  sacrifice  their  own  pleasure 
for  the  good  of  others. 

At  the  second  meeting  he 
told  them  what  he  thought, 
and  the  boys  said  they  were 
willing  to  work,  though  many 
of  them  were  not  obliged  to 
work   at   home.      They '  were 
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willing  to  do  any  thing  they 
could  to  help  the  poor. 

Mr.  Lee  told  them  how 
they  could  be  of  service  in 
other  ways  than  giving  mon- 
ey; and  they  all  said  they 
would  adopt  his  plan.  What 
they  did  we  will  relate  in  the 
next  chapter. 


At  Work. 
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II. 

One  of  the  poor  widows 
spoken  of  in  the  last  chap- 
ter was  Mrs.  Lake.  She  had 
three  daughters,  who  had  sup- 
ported the  family  by  working 
in  the  mills,  though  the  old- 
est was  only  fourteen  years 
of  age. 

Mrs.  Lake  was  now  very 
poor.      Before    Christmas    all 
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her  means  were  exhausted, 
and  she.  had  no  wood,  nor 
any  money  to  buy  any  with. 
She  was  thinking  of  applying 
to  the  overseers  of  the  poor 
for  help,  when  relief  came  from 
a  quarter  where  she  had  least 
expected  it. 

The  day  before  Christmas 
had  been  very  stormy,  and 
the  snow  had  fallen  to  the 
depth  of  a  foot.  Mrs.  Lake's 
house  was  all  blocked  up  by 
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the  snow  drifts,  so  that  she 
could  not  get  out  to  obtain 
relief. 

The  poor  widow  was  look- 
ing out  of  the  window,  feel- 
ing very  sad  indeed,  when  she 
saw  half  a  dozen  boys  stop  in 
the  road  before  the  house. 
All  of  them  had  shovels ;  and 
while  she  was  wondering  what 
they  were  going  to  do,  they 
began  to  dig  a  path  up  to 
the  front  door. 

8 
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She  was  very  mufch  sur- 
prised,  and  wondered  what 
had  put  it,  into  the  heads  of 
the  boys  to  do  this  kind  act. 
When  the  boys  had  shovelled 
out  the  snow  from  the  front 
and  the  back  door,  Mrs.  Lake 
asked  them  to  come  into  the 
house. 

"  I  am  very  much  obliged 
to  yoUj  boys/'  said  she.  "It 
was  very  kind  of  you,  for  we 
have  no  man  in  the  house  to 
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do  such  work.  What  made 
you  do  it  ?  Who  asked  you 
to  do  it  ? '' 

"  jN'o  one,  Mrs.  Lake ;  we  be- 
long to  ^  The  Do-soinethings/  '^ 
rephed  George  Green. 

"The  what?'^ 

"^The  Do-somethings;'  we 
work  for  those  who  need  help. 
Can  we  do  any  thing  more  for 
you  ? '' 

"  I  don't  know  that  you 
can.'' 
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^'  Then  we  will  go  and  dig 
out  the  rest  of  the  folks  who. 
need  help/'  replied  George,  as 
he  moved  towards  the  door. 

"Hold  on  a  minute  till  I 
warm  my  fingers/'  said  Frank 
Lee. 

"  Keally,  Master  Lee,  but  I 
am  very  sorry — I  have  no 
fire.'' 

"  'No  fire  this  cold  morn- 
ing ? " 

"  I  haven't  a  single  stick  of 
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wood/'  added  the  poor  widow, 
with  tears  in  her  eyes. 

"  Yes,  marm.  Well,  the  Do- 
somethings  will  attend  to  that 
matter  at  once,  Mrs.  Lake,'' 
said  George  Green ;  and  with- 
out waiting  to  hear  any  more, 
the  boys  all  rushed  out  of  the 
house. 

In  less  than  half  an  hour 
half  a  dozen  more  boys  ap- 
peared in  front  of  the  house, 
drawing    a    sled,    which    was 
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loaded  with  wood^  all  sawed 
and  split,  ready  for  use.  They 
hauled  the  sled  to  the  back 
door,  and  carried  the  wood 
into  the  shed. 

"  God  bless  you,  boys !  '^  ex- 
claimed the  widow.  "I  was 
just  going  to  the  overseers 
of  the  poor  for  help.'' 

"We  belong  to  the  Do- 
somethings/'  responded  John 
Gray. 

"  What    does    that    mean  ? 
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The  bojs  who  shovelled  out 
the  snow  belonged  to  the  Do- 
somethmgs.'' 

^^  Yes,  marm.  It  is  a  soci- 
ety to  do  what  we  can  to 
help  those  who  need  help.'^ 

^^You  are  very  kind.'' 

"  We  are  only  doing  our 
duty,  Mrs.  Lake.  —  Halloo  ! 
there  conies  the  other  sled. 
Hurry  up,  fellows,  and  get 
another  load.'' 

Before  Mrs.  Lake  had  done 
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wondering  what  the  other  sled 
would  biingj  it  was  hauled  up 
at  the  back  door. 

"  There  is  a  turkey  for  your 
Christmas  dinner.  Mr.  Lee 
sent  that/'  said  one  of  the 
boys,  as  he  carried  the  fowl 
into  the  kitchen. 

The  rest  of  the  boys  fol- 
lowed him,  loaded  with  a  va- 
riety of  articles ;  such  as  flour, 
meal,  tea,  coflee,  sugar,  and 
other  groceries. 
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The  Do-sometliings  deliv- 
ered their  goods^  and  fled^ 
without  waiting  for  the  thanks 
which  the  poor  widow  heaped 
npon  them.  She  w^as  so  over- 
come by  the  kindness  of  the 
children  that  she  sank  into 
her  chair  and  wept. 

But  she  was  not  allowed 
much  time  to  w^eep  before  her 
cottage  was  invaded  by  half 
a  dozen  girls. 

^^You  will   excuse    us   for 
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coming,  but  we  must  leave 
tliese  things  here/'  said  one 
of  them. 

They  opened  some  bundles 
they  had  brought,  and  pro- 
duced some  cloaks  and  shawls. 

^^You  are  very  kind/'  sobbed 
the  widow.  "Who  has  done 
this?'' 

"  The  Do-somethings,  Mrs. 
Lake." 

"  I  declare !  there  is  no  end 
to  the  good  works  of  the  Do- 
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somethings.  This  morning  I 
was  in  utter  despair.  JNToth- 
ing  but  cold  and  famine  were 
before  us.  We  went  to  bed 
last  night  at  dark  in  order 
to  keep  warm;  and  this  was 
the  most  cheerless  Christmas 
morning  I  ever  beheld.  But 
the  Do-somethings  have  made 
a  change  in  every  thing.  We 
shall  be  happy  and  comfort- 
able; and  we  shall  be  grate- 
ful that  the  example   of  Him 
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whose  birth  we  celebrate  to- 
day^  has  put  it  into  your 
hearts  to  remember  the  poor 
and  friendless.  May  God  bless 
you  all,  children.'' 

I  am  sure  the  Do-some- 
things, as  they  performed  all 
these  kind  acts,  were  happier, 
even,  than  the  poor  widow, 
when  she  saw  her  house  sup- 
plied with  so  many  needed 
comforts.  The  children  learned 
that  giving  to  the  poor  is  twice 
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blessed  —  in  those  that  give^ 
and  those  that  receive. 

We  will  follow  the  girls  of 
this  last  party  on  their  next 
mission  of  charitj.  They  had 
come  in  a  large  double  sleigh^ 
provided  by  Mr.  Lee,  for  the 
snow  was  too  deep  for  them 
to  go  on  foot. 

Ellen  Gray,  the  oldest  of 
the  girls,  told  the  driver  to 
take  them  next  to  the  house 
of  John  Grover,  who  was   a 
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very  poor  man,  living  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river.  He 
was  an  honest  man,  and  will- 
ing to  workj  bnt  he  had  only 
one  arm,  having  lost  the  other 
two  years  before  while  blast- 
ing rocks. 

Even  when  the  times  were 
good,  it  was  very  hard  work 
for  poor  John  Grover  to  sup- 
port his  family,  for  there  were 
not  many  kinds  of  labor  that 
he  could  perform.     Of  course, 
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therefore,  he  had  not  been 
able  to  save  any  money  to 
support  him  when  he  could 
obtain  no  work. 

The  sleigh  drew  up  before 
his  door,  but  the  Do-some- 
things had  not  been  there 
with  their  shovels,  and  there 
were  no  paths  cleared  for 
them.  But  the  driver  had  a 
shovel  in  the  sleigh,  which  he 
carried  to  clear  the  road  if  he 
came  to  any  large  drifts ;  and 
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he  very  soon  made  a  path  for 
them. 

The  door  was  opened  by 
John  Grover  himself.  He  ap- 
peared very  sad  and  troubled, 
and  I  suppose  he  wondered 
what  all  these  girls  wanted 
at  his  house. 

"  Good  morning,  Mr.  Gro- 
ver/' said  Ellen.  "We  have 
com.e  to  wish  you  a  merry 
Christmas.'- 

"Thauk  you,  young  ladies. 
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It  is  very  good  of  you;  but 
I  am  afraid  it  will  not  be  a 
merry  day  to  us,  for  our  little 
girl  is  very  sick  with  the 
scarlet  fever.'' 

"  I  am  sorry  to  hear  that. 
Is  she  very  sick?'' 

"  Very  sick  indeed." 

"What. does  the  doctor  say?" 

"  We  have  not  had  any  doc- 
tor yet.  I  suppose  every  body 
knows  that  I  am  very  poor; 
and  I  don't  like  to  call  in  a 
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doctor  till  my  wife  has  done 
all  she  can.'' 

^^You  must  have  a  doctor 
right  off/'  said  Ellen.  MVe 
will  pay  his  bill,  though  I  am 
sure  he  would  have  come  for 
nothing  if  you  had  only  sent 
for  him." 

"  Here,  John/'  said  Flora 
Lee,  who  was  one  of  this  par- 
ty, "you  go  right  away  after 
the  doctor,  just  as  quick  as 
ever  you  can." 
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^^YeSj  Miss  Flora/^  replied 
11  ie  driver^  as  he  jumped  into 
the  sleigh  and  drove  off  as 
fast  as  the  horses  could  go 
through  the  deep  snow. 

The  girls  carried  their  bun- 
dles into  the  house,  and  fitted 
out  the  children  with  such 
clothes  as  they  needed;  and 
Avhile  they  were  there,  two  or 
three  parties  of  boys  came 
with  wood  and  provisions. 

By  the  time  they  had  fin- 
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ished  their  good  work^  John 
returned  with  the  doctor  and 
Mrs.  Lee,  who  had  seen  him 
pasSj  and  sent  out  to  know 
what  the  matter  was.  In  an 
hour  every  thing  was  changed 
in  the  house  of  poor  John 
Grover. 


m^fc^ 
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III, 

During  the  whole  forenoon^ 
the  boySj  about  tMrty  in  num- 
ber^ who  belonged  to  the  Do- 
somethings,  were  hard  at  work 
performing  the  duties  which 
the  society  required  of  them. 

A  dozen  sleds  were  going 
all  the  timC;  carrying  wood 
and  provisions  to  the  poor. 
Every  where  they  went  they 
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were  warmly  welcomed;  and 
the  best  skating  or  coasting 
that  ever  cheered  the  hearts 
of  boys,  could  not  have  af- 
forded them  half  so  much 
satisfaction  as  they  derived 
from  these  labors  of  love. 

Mr.  Lee  knew  very  well 
what  would  make  them  hap- 
py when  he  arranged  all  this 
work  for  them.  He  thought 
it  would  be  a  great  deal  bet- 
ter  to   have   them  carry  the 
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wood^  and  provisions  them- 
selves than  to  send  them  by 
his  teams. 

They  could  see  the  people 
on  whom  they  bestowed  their 
bounty^  and  witness  the  effect 
which  it  would  produce  upon 
them.  It  is  true  the  plan 
gave  the  boys  a  great  deal 
of  hard  work  to  do ;  but  he 
thereby  taught  them  to  work 
for  the  poor^  and  make  sac- 
rifices for  them. 
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It  is  not  much  for  a  boy 
or  girl  who  has  plenty  of 
money  to  give  a  few  cents, 
or  even  dollars,  to  the  poor. 
And  if  the  gift  is  not  be- 
stowed from  a  real  desire  to 
do  good,  it  does  not  benefit 
the  giver. 

At  Mr.  Lee^s  suggestion, 
the  committee  had  purchased 
four  cords  of  wood,  which  had 
been  put  in  a  barn,  and  there 
sawed  and  spUt,  ready  for  use. 
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In  the  back  room  of  Mr. 
Lee^s  house  there  was  stored 
a  great  quantity  of  provisions. 
There  were  small  bags  of  flour 
and  meal,  baskets  of  potatoes, 
meat,  tea  and  sugar,  all  ready 
to  be  carried  out  by  the  boys. 

Before  they  ate  their  Christ- 
mas dinner  that  day,  half  of 
the  wood,  and  nearly  all  of 
the  provisions,  had  been  dis- 
tributed ;  and  their  labors  car- 
ried peace  and  plenty  to  many 
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a  home  of  pinching  want  and 
poverty. 

There  was  still  twenty  dol- 
lars in  the  treasury  of  the  so- 
ciety,  and  the  committee  to 
collect  money  were  just  as 
busy  as  ever.  The  president 
had  a  list  of  fifteen  families 
which  they  were  to  assist. 

Every  Wednesday  and  Sat- 
urday afternoon^  no  matter 
how  cold  or  how  stormy  it 
was  J    the    boys    might    have 
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been  seen  dragging  their  sleds, 
loaded  with  wood  or  provis- 
ions, through  the  streets  of 
Riverdale. 

The  society  did  something 
more  than  provide  fuel,  cloth- 
ing, and  shelter  for  those  in 
their  charge.  John  Grover's 
little  girl  got  well,  and  they 
went  to  the  doctor  to  pay  his 
bill ;  but  he  was  a  Christian 
man,  and  did  not  charge  any 
thing. 
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In  anotlier  poor  farailyj  a 
little  girl  died;  and  the  so- 
ciety not  only  paid  all  the 
funeral  expenses,  but  the  chil- 
dren carried  flowers  from  the 
greenhouses  to  deck  the  little 
marble  form  for  the  grave, 
and  sang  a  sweet  hymn  aroimd 
the  little  coffin  before  it  was 
lowered  to  its  resting-place. 

The  Monday  after  Christ- 
mas was  the  first  day  of  a 
new  term  at  school.    Many  of 
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the  scholars  were  promoted 
from  lower  to  higher  classes. 
Among  these  was  Robert 
Grover^  a  lad  of  twelve  years 
of  age,  the  oldest  son  of  John 
Grover. 

He  w^as  a  very  good  boy, 
and  an  excellent  scholar.  He 
was  promoted  from  the  sec- 
ond to  the  first  class.  "When 
the  teacher  called  his  name, 
he  did  not  seem  to  be  pleased, 
as  the  other  pupils  were.     On 
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the  contrary^  he  looked  quite 
sacl  and  gloomy. 

He  lingered  behind  the  oth- 
ers when  they  were  called  out 
to  take  seats  in  the  first  divis- 
ion. It  was  clear  to  the  mas- 
ter and  all  the  scholars  that 
he  did  not  wis-h  to  be  pro- 
moted. 

"Come,  Robert/'  said  Mr. 
Swan,  "we  are  waiting  for 
you.'' 

"  I   don't  want  to  be  pro- 
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moted^  sir/'  said  he ;  and  those 
who  were  nearest  to  him  saw 
that  he  could  hardly  keep  from 
crying. 

^^  Don't  want  to  be  pro- 
moted ! ''  exclaimed  the  mas- 
ter. "  ^  hjj  Robert,  I  am 
astonished.  You  are  one  of 
our  best  boys,  and  one  of  our 
best  scholars  too.'' 

^^If  you  please,  sir,  I  had 
rather  not  be  promoted." 

^^Whynot?" 
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^^I  don't  know^  sir/'  he  re- 
plied, looking  upon  the  floor. 
"I  had  rather  stay  in  the 
second  class  this  winter.'' 

"  That  is  very  strange.  You 
are  better  qualified  than  any 
other  scholar  in  your  class  to 
be  promoted.  Do  you  really 
wish  to  remain  in  the  second 
class  ? " 

^^  Yes,  sir." 

"I  will  let  the  matter  rest 
for    a    few    days/'    said   Mr. 
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Swan,  who  could  not  under- 
stand why  Robert  wished  to 
remain  in  the  second  class. 

He  thought  there  must  be 
some  good  reason  for  this 
singular  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  boy ;  and  he  intended 
to  speak  to  him  in  piivate 
about  the  matter.  As  Robert 
was  a  good  boy,  he  was  deep- 
ly interested  in  his  welfare, 
and  wished  to  do  every  thing 
he  could  to  help  him  along. 
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"  What  do  you  suppose  was 
the  reason  Robert  Grover  did 
not  want  to  be  promoted  ? " 
said  Edward  Gray  to  some  of 
the  boys  at  recess. 

^^  I  don't  know/'  replied  one 
of  them. 

"  It  was  very  odd  of  him^ 
and  I  can't  see  through  it/' 
added  another. 

^^  The  last  time  he  was  pro- 
motedj  he  was  as  glad  as  any 
fellow  I  ever  saw/'  said  another. 
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"  I  heard  him.  say  last  fall 
that  he  meant  to  be  in  the 
first  class  next  term/'  contin- 
ued Edward ;  ^^  and  now^  when 
the  master  says  he  may  go 
upj  he  don't  want  to  go.'' 

"  I  see  it ! "  exclaimed  George 
Howard,  suddenly.  "  There  is 
a  hole  in  that  millstone,  any 
how." 

''  What  is  it  ? "  asked  Ed- 
ward. 

"  Don't  you  see  through  it  ? 
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I  do.  It  is  just  as  clear  as 
mud  now." 

"Well,  what  ^is  it? '^ 

"  It  is  a  case  for  the  Do- 
somethings,  any  how." 

"  What  is  ? " 

"  Can't  you  see  it  yet  ? " 

"  I  don't.  Robert  is  a  first- 
rate  fellow,  and  it  seems  very 
odd  that  he  should  want  to 
stay  in  the  second  class. 
What  is  the  reason  ? " 

"  Don't   you    see   that   the 
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books  which  the  first  class 
use  will  cost  a  heap  of  mon- 
ey, and  he  can't  afford  to  buy 
them « '\ 

'^  That  must  be  the  reason/' 
replied  Edward,  thoughtfully. 
"But  the  Do-somethings  can 
help  him  out  of  that  diffi- 
culty." 

"  Of  course  they  can ;  but 
they  must  be  very  careful  how 
they  do  it,  for  Robert  is  a 
great   deal  prouder  than  his 
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father.  He  wouldn^t  take  any- 
thing from  uSj  I  behevOj  un- 
less it  was  to  save  his  own 
or  his  parents'  hves.'^ 

"  We  will  talk  it  over  at  the 
meeting  of  the  society  next 
Wednesday.'' 

Presently  the  bell  rang,  and 
the  boys  all  went  into  school ; 
but  I  think  that  during  the 
rest  of  the  forenoon  several' 
of  them  tried  to  devise  a  plan 
by  which  Robert  could  be  sup- 
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plied  with  books  without  hurt- 
ing his  feehngs. 

George  Howard  was  a  very- 
ingenious  boy^  and  in  twenty 
minutes  after  the  pupils  came 
in,  he  got  "  five  checks ''  for 
suddenly  rapping  his  desk 
with  his  fist. 

The  fact  was,  George  had 
got  an  idea,  and  w^hen  it 
struck  him,  he  could  not  help 
striking  the  desk ;  which  it 
was  not  proper  for  him  to  do 
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in  school  time.  And  the  idea 
was  so  big  that  he  had  to 
strike  a  pretty  heavy  blow, 
which  startled  the  master  and 
all  the  scholars. 

Boys  with  five  checks  had 
to  stay  fifteen  minutes  after 
school;  and  George  happened 
to  be  the  only  one  who  had 
to  remain  that  day.  He  was 
generally  a  very  good  boy, 
though  sometimes  a  little 
roguish. 
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^^  You  haven't  begun  the 
new  term  very  well^  Greorge/' 
said  Mr.  Swan,  when  they 
were  alone.  "  What  made 
you  strike  the  desk  so  hard?'^ 
"  I  couldn't  help  it,  sir.'^ 
"  Indeed  !  Couldn't  you  ? 
Then  we  must  put  you  in 
the  stocks.  You  are  a  dan- 
gerous boy  to  be  at  large,  if 
you  can't  help  striking  such 
heavy  blows  as  that  was." 
*    ^^  I  was  thinking,  sir ;   and 
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when  fhe  idea  struck  me,  I 
struck  the  desk.  If  you  are 
wilUng,  sir,  I  will  tell  you  all 
about  it.'' 

Mr.  Swan  was  willing,  and 
so  Greorge  told  him  why  he 
thought  Robert  Grover  did 
not  wish  to  be  promoted.  He 
also  stated  his  plan  for  sup- 
plying him  with  books. 

George's  five  checks  were 
taken  off*,  and  his  plan  was 
adopted. 


The  Schoolmaster's  Gift. 
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TV. 

"Scholars/'  said  Mr.  Swan^ 
when  the  school  had  assem- 
bled in  the  -afternoon^  "  I  in- 
tend to  devote  the  remainder 
of  the  day  to  spelling.  This 
is  a  very  important  exercise, 
and  I  shall  give  more  time 
to  it  during  this  term  than 
ever  before." 

"Shall  we  spell  on  sides?'' 
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asked  George  Howard^  raising 
his  hand  first- 

"  You  will  not/^  replied  Mr. 
Swan. 

There  was  a  queer  smile 
upon  the  teacher's  face  when 
George  asked  this  question. 
He  shook  his  head^  too,  as  if 
to  reprove  the  boy  for  making 
the  inquiry. 

"You  will  ^ spell  down/'' 
added  the  teacher.  "  You 
will  all  take  your  places  in 
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line  around  the  room.  When 
a  scholar  misses,  he  will  take 
his  seat.  Of  course,  those 
who  remain  up  the  longest 
will  have  made  a  reputation 
for  good  spelling. 

^^  To  make  the  exercise  more 
interesting  and  exciting,  I  in- 
tend to  give  a  valuable  pres- 
ent to  the  one  who  holds  out 
the  longest.'' 

''  What  will  it  be  ? ''  asked 
George. 


82        THE    DO-SOMETHINGS. 

"  I  do  not  propose  to  tell 
you  yet.  I  have  a  list  of  the 
articles  in  this  sealed  envelope. 
The  value  of  the  present  is 
about  three  dollars.  If  the 
one  who  wins  the  prize  pre- 
fers some  other  gift^  he  may 
have  any  thing  he  likes  which 
is  of  the  value  of  three  dollars. 
I  think  that  is  fair.  'Now  we 
will  commence.  Take  your 
places." 

Mr.  Swan  put  out  words  for 


THE    DO-SOMETHINGS.         83 

two  hoiirs^  at  the  end  of  which 
time  there  were  only  six  schol- 
ars standing,  all  the  others 
having  missed  and  gone  to 
their  seats. 

Robert  Grover  was  one  of 
the  six ;  and  for  half  an  horn- 
longer  the  contest  was  con- 
tinued, till  only  Robert  and 
one  of  the  girls  remained. 
The  school  was  very  still, 
and  all  were  watching  with 
intense  interest  the  progress 
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of  the  game  between  these 
two  good  scholars. 

"AnnuaP'  was  th^  last  word 
put  out. 

"An-u-al/'  spelled  the  ghi. 

"  The  next/'  said  Mr.  Swan ; 
and  the  ghi  took  her  seat, 
while  Robert  spelled  the  word 
correctly. 

She  who  had  missed  this 
word  was  one  of  the  best 
spellers  in  the  class;  and  if 
the  committee  had  been  there. 
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they  might  have  wondered 
why  she  missed  so  easy  a. 
word. 

Robert  was  the  victor;  but 
no  one  was  very  much  sur- 
prised at  this,  for  he  was  a 
good  speller.  He  had  often 
held  out  to  the  last  in  sim- 
ilar exercises,  though  the  girl 
who  took  her  seat  on  the  last 
word  was  fully  his  equal. 

"Robert  Grover,  you  have 
done  well.    You  have  won  the 
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prize,  and  it  will  give  me  great 
pleasure  to  present  it  to  you. 

^^  It  consists  of  a  set  of  books 
used  by  the  first  class ;  though, 
as  I  said  before,  if  you  prefer 
some  other  gift,  you  are  at  lib- 
erty to  choose  for  yourself' 

^^  Thank  you,  sir ;  but  I  think 
I  will  take  the  set  of  books.'' 

^^  As  you  please.  You  have 
just  been  promoted  to  the  first 
class,  and  I  dare  say  they  will 
be  very  useful  to  you." 
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Mr.  Swan  took  the  books 
from  his  desk,  and  gave  them 
to  Robert ;  and  in  a  few  min- 
utes more  the  school  was  dis- 
missed. 

^^  Well,  fellows,  what  do  you 
think  of  that?^^  said  George 
Howard,  as  the  boys  were 
walking  towards  home. 

"  It  was  well  done,  George. 
But  don't  you  suppose  Robert 
suspects  what  it  was  all  for  ?  '^ 
replied  Edward. 
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"  -Not  a  bit  of  it.  Why 
should  he  think  any  thing  ? '' 

^^  I  don't  know  ;  but  so 
many  of  us  knew  all  about 
itj  that  I  was  almost  afraid 
Robert  would  find  it  out.'' 

"  l!^ot  more  than  half  a 
dozen  of  the  scholars  under- 
stood what  it  was  for/'  replied 
George. 

"Are  the  Do-somethings  to 
pay  for  the  books  ? " 

"  No  ]    Mr.    Swan    said   he 
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was  glad  of  the  chance  to 
give  the  books  himseK  He 
wouldn't  let  me  say  a  word 
to  the  Do-somethings  about 
the  money.  I  think  we  got 
through  with  it  nicely.'' 

"  Wasn't  you  afraid  Robert 
himself  would  miss  ? " 
"  I  was  —  a  little  afraid." 
"  I  was :  I  trembled  for  him 
a.  dozen  times.  If  he  had 
missedj  it  would  have  spoiled 
it  all." 
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"  But  Mr.  Swan  w£nildn't 
liave  let  him  fail,  you  see.'' 

^^How  did  he  Kke  the  plan? '' 

^^  First  rate ;  but  I  think  he 
will  scold  me  for  asking  ques- 
tions,  when  I  knew  all  about 
it  just  as  well  as  he  did.  He 
will  say  it  was  needless  de- 
ception.'' 

Though  the  treasury  of  the 
Do-somethings  did  not  suffer 
by  this  splendid  operation,  it 
was  effected  by  the  members 
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of  that  energetic  and  useful 
society. 

Only  six  of  the  best  spell- 
ers in  the  school  had  been 
informed  of  the  plot ;  and  the 
girl  who  failed  on  ^^annuaP' 
knew  how  to  spell  it  as  well 
as  she  knew  how  to  spell  her 
own  name.  She  and  several 
other  scholars  had  missed  on 
purpose. 

Robert  went  into  the  first 
clasSj  making  no  further  ob- 
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jections  to  his  promotion.  The 
scholars  who  had  been  intrust- 
ed with  the  secret  of  the  plot 
to  supply  him  with  books, 
kept  the  matter  so  closely  to 
themselves  that  he  never  found 
it  out. 

I  might  tell  of  a  great  many 
other  good  things  which  the 
Do-somethings  did,  but  I  have 
not  the  space  to  spare.  They 
followed  up  the  work  very 
faithfully   during   the   winter, 
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and  I  am  sure  they  saved  a 
great  many  people  from  suf- 
fering. 

The  rich  men  of  Riverdale 
were  very  wilhng  to  give 
money  to  the  society  when 
they  saw  how  well  it  was  ex- 
pended, and  what  an  amonnt 
of  good  the  Do-somethings 
were  doing.  Their  treasury^ 
therefore,  was  never  empty. 

But  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
a  few  of  the  boys  and  girls 
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who  had  begun  the  work  very 
earnestly  in  December,  soon 
became  ^^  weary  in  well-doing.'' 
The  boys  preferred  to  skate 
and  coast  to  dragging  wood 
and  provisions  about  the  . vil- 
lage,  and  the  girls  staid  away 
from  the  meetings. 

There  were  very  few,  how- 
ever^  who  turned  back  after 
putting  their  hands  to  the 
plough.  Those  who  were  faith- 
ful to  the  end  had  plenty  of 
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time  to  play;  and  when  they 
did  play^  they  played  in  ear- 
nest, just  as  they  worked. 

I  am  sure  they  were  a 
great  deal  wiser,  and  better, 
and  happier  for  the  thought 
and  the  labor  they  had  be- 
stowed upon  the  needy  and 
suffering.  Their  good  works 
also  helped  them  to  form 
good  habits. 

As  children  they  learned  to 
think  of  the  poor ;  and  when 
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they  become  men  and  wo- 
men they  will  not  be  likely 
to  forget  them  —  at  least^  I 
hope  they  will  not. 
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